Political discussion, media use and immigration

This survey taps into different concepts and dimensions relevant for the understanding of how

interpersonal discussion and media use influence immigration attitudes and discussion behaviour.

This survey contains a one-factorial experiment on exposure to interpersonal discussion on
immigration (family reunification). Similar to previous studies on informal interpersonal discussion
(e.g., Hayes, 2007, Noelle-Neumann, 1974, 1980), respondents were asked to imagine a discussion
at a social gathering (a summery party). Respondents were randomly assigned to one of three
different conditions. One condition covered arguments favourable toward immigration, one
condition covered arguments unfavourable toward immigration, and one condition covered

arguments favourable and unfavourable toward immigration.

Immigration (family reunification) was chosen as topic as it is one of the central 1ssues in recent
Danish politics (see Bjarnee, 2016; Green-Pedersen & Krogstrup, 2008). Immigration attitudes

were measured both prior (general immigration) and following exposure (family reunification).

Prior to exposure to the experiment general interpersonal discussion frequency and discussion
agreement were measured (for a recent discussion on informal political discussion, see Schmitt-
Beck & Lup, 2013). News use and perceptions (partisan bias) of news content was also measured

prior to exposure.

Following exposure to the experimental stimulus respondents were asked how they would react to
the informal interpersonal discussion presented in the experimental stimulus. This was done using
an adapted version of the DUTCH-scale on conflict management (on the measure, see De Dreu,
Evers, Beersma, Kluwer, & Nauta, 2001; on the theory in general, see e.g. Van de Vliert, 1997).
Willingness to discuss was measured and party vote intentions were also measured following

cXposure.

Further variables in the survey include political interest (measured prior to the experimental
component), need for evaluation (prior), need for cognition (prior), party preference in past general
elections (prior), internal and external political efficacy (prior), political knowledge (post),
geographical region (post), education (post), annual income (post).
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